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LIFE OF REV. WILLIAM TENNENT. 
(Concluded from p. 92.) 


HEN the late Rev. George Whitefield was laft in this 
country, Mr. Tennent paid him a vifit as he was pafs- 

ing through New Jerfey. Mr. Whitefield and a number of oth- 
er clergyman, among whom was Mr. Tennent, were invited to 
dinner by a gentleman in the neighbourhood where the late 
Mr. William Livingfton, fince governor of New Jerfey, refided, 
and who, with feveral other lay gentlemen, were among the 
guefts... After dinner, in the courfe of an eafy and pleafant 
converfation, Mr. Whitefield adverted to the difficulties attend- 
mg the gofpel miniftry, arifing from the fmall fuccefs with 
which their labours were crowned. He greatly lamented, that 
all their zeal, activity and fervour availed but little ; faid that 
he was weary with the burdens and fatigues of the day ; declar- 
ed his great confolation was, that in a fhort time his work would 
be done, when he fhould depart and be with Chrift; that the 
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profpec&t of a fpeedy deliverance had fupported his fpirits, or 
that he fhould, before now, have funk under his labour. He 
then appealed to the minifters around him, if it were not their 
great comfort that they fhould foon go toreft. They generally 
aflented, excepting Mr. Tennent, who fat next to.Mr. White. 
“field in filence; and by his countenance difcovered but little 
pleafure in the converfation. On which, Mr. Whitefield turn- 
ing to him, and tapping him on the knee, faid, “ Well ! broth- 
er Tennent, you are the oldeft man amongft us, do you not re- 
joice to think, that your time is fo near at hand, when you will 
be called home and freed from all the difficulties attending this 
chequered fcene ?”” Mr. T. bluntly anfwered, “ I have no with 
about it.” Mr. W. preffed him again; and Mr. T. again an- 
{wered, “ No Sir, it is no pleafure to me at all, and if you knew 
your duty, it would be none to you. I have nothing.to do 
with death; my bufinefs is to live as long as I can—as well 
as I can—and to ferve my Lord and Matter as faithfully as I 
can, until he fhall think proper to call me home.” Mr. W. 
ftill urged for an explicit anfwer to his queftion, in cafe the time 
“of death were left to his own choice. Mr. Tennent replied, 
«IT have no choice about it; I am God’s fervant, and have en- 
gaged to do his bufinefs, as long as he pleafes to continue me 
therein. But now, brother, let me afk you a queftion. What 
do you think I would fay, if I was to fend my man Tom into 
the field to plough; and if at noon I fhould go to the field, 
and find him lounging under a tree, and complaining, ‘ Matter, 
the fun is very hot, and the ploughing hard and difficult, I 
am tired and weary of the work you have appointed me, and am 
overdone with the heat and burden of the day: do matter let 
me return home and be difcharged from this hard fervice 2” 
What would I fay ? Why, that he was an idle, lazy fellow ; that 
it was his bufinefs to do the work that I had appointed him, 
until I, the proper judge, fhould think fit to call him home. 
Or, fuppofe you had hired a man to ferve you faithfully for a 
given time in a particular fervice, and he fhould, without any rea- 
fon on your part, and before he had performed half his fervice, 
become weary of it, and upon every occafion be exprefling a 
wifh to be difcharged, or placed in other circumftances? 
Would you not call him a wicked and flothful fervant, and un- 
worthy of the privileges of your employ ?”’.-The mild, pleafant, 
and Chriftian like manner, in which this reproof was adminifter- 
ed, rather increafed the focial harmony and edifying converfa- 
tion of the company; who became fatishied that it was very 
poflible to err, even in aca with undue earneftness, ** to de- 
part and be with Chrift,” which in itfelf is “ far better” than to 


remain in this imperfec& ftate; and that it isthe duty of the 
Chriftian 
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Chriftian in this refpect to fay, “‘ All the days of my appointed 
‘time will I wait till my change come.” 

Among Mr. Tennent’s qualifications, none were more con- 
fpicuous than his adivity both of body and mind. He hated 
and defpifed floth. He was almoft always in a&ion—never 
wearied in well doing, nor in ferving his friends. His integri- 
ty and independence of fpirit were obfervable on the flighteft 
acquaintance. He was fo great a lover of truth, that he could 
not bear the leaft aberation from it, even in a joke. He was 
remarkable for his candour and liberality of fentiment, with 
regard to thofe, who differed from him in opinion. His hof- 
pitality and domeltic enjoyments were even proverbial. His 
public f{pirit was always confpicuous, and his attachment to 
what he thought the beft interefts of his country, was ardent and 
inflexible. He took an early and decided part with his coun- 
try in the commencement of the late revolutionary war.******* 

About ‘the latter end of February, or beginning of March, 
1777, Mr. Tennent was fuddenly feized with a fever, attended 
by violent fymptoms. He fent for his family phyfician, who 
was in the act of fetting off for the legiflature of the ftate, of 
which he wasa member. He called on his patient on his way, 
but could fpend but a few minutes with him. He, however, 
examined carefully into Mr. T.’s complaints, and the fymptoms 
attending the diforder. With great candour the phyfician in- 
formed his patient, that the attack appeared unufually violent ; 
that the cafe required the beft medical aid, and that it was out 
of his power to attend him. . He feared that, at his advanced 
age, there was not ftrength ofnature fufficient to overcome fo 
fevere a fhock, and that his fymptoms fcarcely admitted of a 
favourable prognoftic. The good old man received this news 
with his ufual fubmiffion to the divine will; for, as he had al- 
ways confidered himfelf as bound for eternity, he had en- 
deavoured fo to live, that when the fummons fhould come, he 
would have nothing to do but to die. He calmly replied, “I 
am very fenfible of the violence of my diforder, that it has rack- 
ed my conftitution to an uncommon degree, and beyond what 
I have ever before experienced, and that it is accompanied 
with fymptoms of approaching diffolution ; but, bleffed be God, 
Thave no wifh to live, if it fhould be his will and pleafure to 
call me hence.” After a moment’s paufe, he feemed to recol- 
le& himfelf, and varied the expreffion thus: “ Blefled be God, L 
have no with to live, if it fhould be his will and pleafure to call 
me hence, unlefs it fhould be to fee a happy iflue to the fevere 
and arduous controverfy my country is engaged in; but, even 


in this, the will of the Lord be done.” 
During 





. ~ - — 
- = “- aneswen 
» — te RT Fe ETRE SORT ee, 





124 Life of Rev. William Tennent. [ Sept. 


During his whole ficknefs, he continued perfeétly refigned te 
the divine will, until death was fwallowed up in victory, on the 
8th day of March, 1777. His body was buried in his own 
church, at Freehold, a numerous concourfe of people, compofed 
not only of the members of his own congregation, but of the in- 
habitants of the whole adjacent country, attending his funeral. 

Mr. Tennent was rather more than fix feet high; of a fpare 
thin vifage, and of an ereét carriage. He hdd bright, piercing 
eyes, a long, fharp nofe, and a long face. His general counte- 
nance was grave and folemn, but at all times cheerful and plea- 
fant, with his friends. It may be faid of him with peculiar 
propriety, that he appeared, in an extraordinary manner, to live 
above the world, and all its allurements. He feemed habitual- 
ly to have fuch clear views of fpiritual and heavenly things, as 
afforded him much of the foretafte and enjoyment of them. 
His faith was really and experimentally “the fubftance of 
things hoped for and the evidence of things unfeen.” Literally 
his daily walk was with God, and he lived “as feeing him who 
is invifible.’” The divine prefence with him was frequently 
manifefted in his public miniftrations, and in his private con- 
duct. His ardent foul was feldom fatisfied, unlefs he was ex- 
erting himfelf, in fome way, in public or private, in rendering 
kind offices and effectual fervices of friendfhip, both in fpiritual 


‘and temporal things to his fellow men. Take him in his 


whole demeanour and condu@, there are few of whom it might 
more emphatically be faid, that he lived the life, and died the 
death of the righteous. 

He was well read in divinity, and was of found orthodox 
principle. He profefled himfelf a moderate Calvinift. The 
doétrines of man’s depravity; the atonement of the Saviour ; 
the abfolute neceflity of the all-powerful influence of the Spirit 
of God, to renew the heart and fubdue the will; all in perfec 
confiftence with the free agency of the finner, were among the 
leading articles of his faith. Thefe do@rines, indeed, were 
generally interwoven in his public difcourfes, whatever might 
be the particular fubject difcufled. His fuccefs was often an- 
fwerable to his exertions. His people loved him as a father ; 
revered him as the paftor and bifhop of their fouls ; obeyed 
him as their inftructor; and delighted in his company and pri- 
vate converfation as a friend and brother. He carefully avoid- 
ed making a difference between his doétrines publicly taught 
and his private practice. * * * * * * *# *¥ * *# # * HH # 

At Mr. Tennent’s death, the poor mourned for him, as their 
patron, their comforter and fupport; and the rich lamented 
over him as their departed paftor and friend. The public at 


large loft in him a firm aflertor of the civil and religious "2 
efts 
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efts of his country. He was truly a patriot, not in words and 
pretences, not in condemning all who differed from him. He 
infifted on his own rights and freedom of fentiment, but he was 
willing to let others enjoy the fame privilege ; and he thought 
it of as much importance to live and aé well, as to think and 
{peak juftly. 

To conclude. May all, who read the memoirs of this amia- 
ble and ufeful man, fervently and conftantly befeech that God, 
with whom is the refidue of the Spirit, that their life may be that 
of the righteous, fo that their latter end may be like his; and 
that the Great Head of the church, while he removes faithful 
and diftinguifhed labourers from the gofpel vineyard, may 
raife up others, who fhall poflefs, even a double portion of 
their fpirit, and who fhall be even more fuccefsful in winning 


fouls unto Jefus Chrift, the great Bifhop of fouls. 


— 


ON THE CHARACTER OF AHITHOPHEL, 


THE fcriptural memoir of Ahithophel is very concife. He 
appears on the facred page, like the difaftrous comet in the 
heavens, which glares on the nations, terrifies and difappears. 
We fee him, like the falling ftar, only in motion: and like that 
is probably indebted much to the darknefs of his political ho- 
rizon for his confequence and brilliancy. Had the times in 
which he lived been quiet, his reputation and name might 
have been confined to the country and age, which gave him 
birth. But a nation in a ftate of anarchy and revolution is 
like the vertiginous waters of a vortex, where every object re- 
ceives a new impulfe, and is thrown into a direétion, which it 
would not have had upon the gently flowing ftream. This 
man, however, in an evil caufe, had confequence enough to 
raife the hopes of a rebellious fon, and to fink ftill lower his 
royal defponding father. 

From the paucity of fcriptural information, we are unable to 
trace the genealogy of this man; nor can we fix the time of 
his nativity. It feems that previoufly to the rebellion of Ab- 
falom he had acquired a high reputation as a counfellor under 
the adminiftration of David. ‘Vhis may be inferred from the 
extreme depreffion, which his defertion from the royal interef 
occafioned in the mind of David. How he acquired a fame 
fo brilliant and even oracular we are not informed. Proba- 
bly he was one of thofe dark, defigning politicians, whofe ge- 
nius was more adapted to baffle and confound an adverfary, 
than to concert and execute plans of national happinefs. Up- 
on 
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on this pofition only, can we account for that profound filence 
in which he is paffed over through the greater part of David’s 
reign. Had his fagacity and penetration been aflociated with 
enlarged and benevolent views, with correfpondent exertions 
for national profperity, he would have been brought forward 
and exhibited asthe ornament of David’s court. This might 
be expected, when we confider with what particularity the off- 
cers and fervants of David are recorded. Had he poffleffed 
the entire confidence of David, and enjoyed the funfhine of 
royal favour, he would probably have caft his deftiny with that 
of his mafter, and accompanied him in his exile from Jerufa- 
lem. But inheriting a verfatility of character, it was eafy to 
attach himfelf to the‘dominant party. Imagining himfelf, 
perhaps, neglected, his talents not fufficiently noticed and call- 
ed into action under the adminiftration of David, he readily 
embraced an opportunity of retaliating on his royal matter, 
and of throwing himfelf into a fituation where his talents 
would be put into immediate requifition, and give him confe- 
quence with a young unexperienced man. The rebellion of 
Abfalom opened fuch a field, where he anticipated a rich har- 
velt of all that could gratify his proud afpiring genius. With 
all the acutenefs of the time-ferver he kened the moment when 
the numbers and {fpirits of the infurgents promifed fuccefs, and 
when the royal caufe was every moment finking, and joined 
with the rebellious fon. Talents of a peculiar defcription are 
requifite to condué a national revolution ; talents, which will 
make no figure under the regular operation of law and times 
of public tranquillity. 

Hiftory has recorded many names, whofe talents never ex- 
cited public obfervation in a fettled order of things, yet in na- 
tional convulfions they have afcended the tempeft and direéted 
the ftorm. Such were the talents of Ahithophel ;_poffefling 
all that pride of genius, that opinion ef his confular impor- 
tance that led him to expeét the fole direction of this popular 
phrenfy. He was felt by Abfalom to be no inconfiderable ac- 
quifition to his increafing intereft. He knew where his talents 
would be the moft ufeful, and where they would have the moft 
weight with his defponding father and his few adherents. 
Probably David had often called in his counfels-to aid his 
military operations, and their fuccefs had been fo great that he 
‘was indeed an holt himfelf; his decifions were made with fuch 
judgment that they were like an an{wer from the oracle of 
God. Such we are informed was the. counfel of Ahithopitiel, 
which he counfelled in the days of David. 

This being the character of Ahithophel, we fhall not be fur- 
prifed to find that an uncommon degree of trepidation feized Da- 

; vid, 











1806. ] Character of Abithophel. 127 


vid, when informed that the fword of Abfalom would be di- 
rected by the counfel of Ahithophel. He and his little band 
fled to. the mountains like the timorous flock at the fight of 
the infidious prowling wolf. The acquifition of fuch a char- 
acter gave to the young maiden countenance of Abfalom all 
the advantages and terror of the old experienced General. 
Abfalorn had attached to himfelf the multitude by the low 
arts of flattery and adulation; fuggelting that they were 
burdened and opprefled under the adminittration of his father ; 
that no fuitable provifion was made for the regular and fleady 
diftribution of jultice ; and concluded with that pathetic aipi- 
ration, which demagogues have ejaculated in all ages and 
countries ; O that I were made judge in the land. With thefe 
ardent profeflions Abfalom foon found himfelf at the head of 
a numerous but infatuated populace, who knew not why they 
wifhed a change in the adminiftration of their country. Such 
were their numbers and fpirit, that nothing was wanting to 
place Abfalom on the throne, but one prompt decifive blow, 
at this important crifis. The counfel of Ahithophel was re- 
quefted. His arrangements were made with fuch precifion 
and policy as would have enfured fuccefs. His meafures com- 
prifed two articles. 1. That Abfalom fhould poffefs himfelf 
of the king’s concubines, and commit lewdnefs with them be- 
fore the fun and his whole people. Here the heart and genius 
of Ahithophel unfold themfelves. His heart was fufficiently 
corrupt to recommend the bafeft meafures, which would wider 
the breach and perpetuate the alienation between the father 
and fon. This condué of Abfalom, which tortures every 
feeling of modelty, probably produced the effea, which. its ad- 
vifer intended. Low indeed mutt be the tone of public fenti- 
ment, when fuch an aétion, done in the face of the fun, fhould 
fail of overwhelming its author in deferved difgrace and exe- 
cration. Yet, ftrange as it may feem, this action, inftead of 
exciting univerfal indignation and abhorrence, was defigned to 
promote his general intereft in that nation. Had public opin- 
ion declared again{t fuch brutal manners; and, indeed, had it 
not been certain that it would have found a fanétuary in the 
feelings of the community, it would never have been recom- 
mended, as conducive to the intereft of Abfalom, by fuch an 
oracle as ‘Ahithophel. 

With the celebrated Roman, we exclaim, O tempora! O 
Mores! While this part of Ahithophel’s counfel difplays the 
corruption of his heart, the profecution of it by Abfalom, 
and the manner-in which it was beheld by the people, charac- 
terizes that age as funk to the lowett poitit of moral depreflioa, . 
It is painful to a pious mind to obferve, that the tone of mor- 
als and the feelings of propricty fhould not be raifed higher, 
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even in the reign of David, a man of .diftinguifhed piety, one 
who had cultivated with remarkable fuccefs the civilizing and 
foftening arts of poetry and mufic. Such traits of character 
in a people who had long enjoyed moral and religious inftruc- 
tion, in a confiderable* degree, difplay the natural ferocity of 
man; and the very gradual manner in which the. favage can 
be exchanged for the refined.and civilized ftate. Man is born 
a favage, and to raife him to a ftate of civilization requires 
vigorous and perfevering efforts. The hiftory of Ifraely:as. it 
selpeéts manners, is the hiftory of favages; and their hiftory in 
theie particulars would apply. with fufhicient. accuracy to al- 
moft every tribe of barbarians. -We read their hiftory from 
age to age, and obferve them with tardy fteps afcending the 
graduated fcale of civilization, until they attain to fome. feel- 
ings of modern tafte and propriety. Thefe remarks. are made 
to fhow, thatthe policy of Ahithophel met the times ; that 
bafe.as his project was, it was not defigned nor calculated to 
violate the public feelings. Had it been a violation of their 
déeéney and propriety, it would have detached their feelings 
from Abfalom and his caufe. For Abfalom to poflefs and 
publicly violate his father’s concubines was important to the 
fuccefs of his daring enterprife. Public opinion gave-great in- 
fluence to this deteftable action. It was tantamount to the de- 
thronement of.his father. He was now poffefled of the’ infig- 


nia and fplendours of eaftern royalty. A feraglio of beautiful . 


women was then and ftill is confidered as the brighteft gem’ in 
the crown of eaftern monarchy. The haram yields the-mon- 
arch the pleafures of variety, compofes his court, fanctions his: 
laws, and indeed makes him aking ; hence David, when pro- 
claimed by the people, immediately formed. his-haram. The 
feraglio was an appendage, rendered neceflary by cuftom te 
the exiftence, at leaft to the refpectability of a throne. Foran 
ealtern ufurper to poffefs this haram would. aid his efforts 
as effectually, as for the European. infurgent to acquire the 
fortrefs and cannon of his royal mafter. For Abfalom then to. 
go in and take poffeffion publicly of his father’s concubines, 
was to ftrip him of the enfigns of royalty. It amounted to 
what, in modern taétics, would be called difcharging the whole 
royal artillery gn a depofed king. ‘This part, then, of Ahith- 
ophel’s counfel, which may appear to a modern reader more 
like the fuggeftions of a libidinous heart than the dicate of an 


enlightened head; was.a finifhed piece of oriental addrefs. It. 


was neceflary that the torrent of public opinion fhould be firft 


turned:againft David, and this was effected by throwing his , 


female court into the embraces of the ufurper. His perfon 
then loft, in a great degree, its inviolability, and it became law- 
ful to take the fword againft a king, who had loft fuch an im- 

bis ad . portaat 
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portant appendage of regal authority. This will intro- 
duce the fecond article in the counfel of Ahithophel. That 
twelve thoufand men fhould be immediately felected from 
Abfalom’s numerous followers; that the command of thefe 
chofen men fhould be committed to Ahithophel; that he 
fhould lead them in perfon that night and overtake David 
while the panic was upon him, while his adherents were 
few and intimidated; that he would fmite David only, 
which would bring his party to acknowledge Abfalom. 
The hiftory of every confpiracy or intended revolution will 
more than juftify the prompt and decifive meafures of Ahitho- 
phel. In fuch cafes delay is commonly a defeat. The antag- 
onift has opportunity to diflipate his fears, aflume the man, 
and collect his friends. Thefe obfervations are remarkably ex- 
emplified in the hiftory of that molt unfortunate family of Stu- 
arts, who filled the Englifh throne. From the time that James 
[I. abdicated the throne until the death of his grandfon the laft 
pretender, numerous confpiracies were formed, and invafions 
undertaken, to recover the Britifh throne. They all, however, 
proved unfuccefsful, and principally through delay, like Ab- 
falom, to collec& more forces. The Englifh pretender, inftead 
of ftriking an early blow, frequently fufpended his operations 
to be proclaimed, crowned, and ferved as a king. The coun- 
fel of Ahithophel was unqueftionably the very beft. At the 
head of this felect army of Ifraelitifh warriors, Ahithophel 
would march; probably as dexterous in executing as in plan- 
ning a military enterprife. He well knew that the youth and 
beauty of Abfalom, though they might grace a court, did not 
qualify him to ;ommand anarmy. At this critical moment, 
Hufhai arrived at the camp of Abfalom; he was the friend of 
David ; refpectable as a counfellor, a courtier in his manners, 
capable of impofing himfelf on Abfalom as a fincere though 
late convert to his intereft. The confidence which Abfalom 
attached to his profeflions, and the weight he gave to his coun- 
fels, involved him and his daring enterprife in total ruin. 
While the duplicity of Hufhai might afford a queftion in mor- 
als, it was one of thofe martial {ftratagems which have more 
than once decided the fate of an army. As this popular, infin- 
uating man was feleéted by his royal matter with an exprefs 
defign to defeat the arrangements of Ahithophel, fo he execut- 
ed his appointment with remarkable addrefs, and complete 
fuccefs. While he objected to the expediency of Ahithophel’s 
meafures, he propofed fuch as would at once flatter the vanity, 
and ruin the caufe of Abfalom. That all Ifrael fhould be 
gathered together and put under the immediate command of 
Abfalom, was fpecious and flattering to his vanity and ambi- 
tion. Thefe meafures to Ahithophel appeared the moft inju- 
No. 4. Vol. IV. R ) dicious. 
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dicious. He, therefore, determined to abandon the man whe 
could embrace them, and the caufe which refted on their fuc- 
cefs. Anticipating the ruin of Abfalom’s intereft, and confe- 
quently his own lofs of reputation and probably of life, he re- 
turned to his own city and houle, and fought a fhelter in 
the grave from infamy and the expected vengeance of David. 
To this lat and violent act, he was probably inttigated from fee 
ing Abfalom embrace fuch counfels as appeared to his difcern- 
ing mind connected with the ruin of his caufe. Viewing his 
own fate affociated with the intereft of Abfalom, he was deter- 
mined to difpofe of himfelf in fuch a manner that a defeat 
fhould not dilturb his quiet flumbers. 


SUPPLEMENTARY REMARKS. 


It would be a fatisfattory inquiry, if fuccefsful, to afcertain 
the caufe of Ahithophel’s defection from the royal intereft, and 
his embracing the overtures of Abfalom. He had been a 
counfellor to David, and was now far advanced in lite. It 
feems that an intimate friendfhip, fweetened with mutual 
confidence and expected piety had long endeared them to each 
other. This may be gathered from Pfalm lv. where David 
fpeaks probably of Ahithophel. Admitting this, we fhall have 
reafon to fufpect that fome difaffection had taken place between 
them previoufly to Abfalom’s rebellion. he dire& applica- 
tion which Abfalom made to Ahithophel fuppofes fuch aliena- 
tion, and that he was acquainted with the fact. Abfalom fent 
to Giloh, the native city of Ahithophel, to invite him to his 
ftandard. This city feems at a diltance from Jerufalem, though 
fituated, as appears from Jofhua, in the tribe of Judah. To this 
city he had retired from court, probably difgufted with David, 
and ready to join in any enterprife which promifed his ruin. ‘This 
difaffeétion was probably one among the many evils which 
arofe from the fin of David with Bathfheba. It appears that 
Baththeba was the grand child of Ahithophel. ‘Though the 
was afterward advanced above her former rank in life, yet 
the feelings of propriety might lead Ahithophel to detach 
his affection from a mafter, whofe conduct was fuch a grofs 
violation of princely decorum. 


AGATHOS. 


THE 














1806. | Ministry of Fobn the Baptist. 131 


Religious Communications. 
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THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 
EHOVAH is a God of order. All the affairs of his king- 


dom are conducted according to the counfel of eternal 
wifdom. If the world is to be deftroyed by a deluge of wa- 
ters, he will raife up Noah, a preacher of righteoufnefs, to give 
warning of the approaching cataftrophe. If his people are to 
be delivered from Egyptian bondage, he will raife up Mofes 
and Aaron, and give them commiflions and inftruétions for the 
important purpofe. If his Son is to be fent into the world, to 
make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlafting 
righteoufnefs, and a great and permanent change is to take 
place in the outward adminiltration of his kingdom on earth, 
he will raife up John, and fend him forth, in the fpirit and 
power of Elijah, to prepare the way for thefe great and nota- 
ble events. 

As John, the harbinger of the Mefijah, made a diftinguifhed 
figure in the perfpective of ancient prophecy ; as his office, his 
miniftry and baptifm conftituted an important part of the out- 
ward adminiftration of the church of God ;- and, as a right un- 
derftanding of them is of very confiderable importance, under 
the prefent economy of the covenant of grace, it may be ufeful 
to collec the f{cattered rays of Scripture upon them, and fhew 
them, as clearly as we can, in their true light. 

To his ancient people, by the mouth of his prophet Malachi, 
the Lord faid: *Benoitp, I witt senp my MeEsslenGER, AND 
HE SHALL PREPARE THE WAY BEFORE ME. The rm Jenger 
who was to be fent was John the Baptift ; and the purpofe, for . 
which he was to be fent, was to prepare the way for the long 
expected Meffiah. This is precifely the application, which is 
made in the New Teftament, of this remarkable prophecy. 
Let us then contemplate, under feveral diftiné heads, the par- 
ticular things, which were to be done by John, to prepare the 
way for the Meffiah. 

1. John was publicly to proclaim, that the Meffiah was juft 
ready to make his appearance. 

Adam, in Paradife, had a promife of the Meffiah. Abra- 
ham, in the ftrong light of faith, faw his day and was glad. 
David, and Ifaiah, and Daniel, and almoft all the prophets 

teftified beforehand of his coming and kingdom. Avs the time 
appointed drew nearer, the predictions refpecting him became 


proportionably 
* Mal. iii. 1. 
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proportionably more particular and clear, until the period of 
hiscoming. The place of his birth, the manner of his appear- 
ance, and the principal circumftances of his life, and of his 
death, were very exactly defignated and defcribed. 

All this, however, was not fufficient fully to anfwer the in- 
tention of infinite wifdom. But, as it was a cuftom of ancient 
date, when a prince, or diftinguifhed perfonage was about to 
make his entry into any province or city, for a herald, or pub- 
lic crier, to go before him, and make formal proclamation of 
his approach ; fo it feemed good to the all wife God, when he 
was about to bring his onty seGoTTEN upon the PPlic Rage 
of the world, to fend a fpecial herald, or public crier, before 
him, to make formal proclamation of his approaching appear- 
ance and reign. Such a herald was John the Baptift ; and 
fuch a proclamation did he make. Accordingly he was de- 
{cribed, as THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING in the wilderne/s, or in the 
open country of Judea, Prepare ye the way of the Lord; make his 
paths firaight.* 

Such a proclamation of the approach of the Meffiah and his 
reign, was, obvioufly, very proper and important. It was 
proper and important, in order that a general attention might 
be awakened and directed to the circumftances of the grand 
and interefting event, and that thofe, who were waiting for 
the Confolation of Ifrael, and others, might be in readinefs to 
give a fuitable reetption to the long predicted Desire of all 
nations. 

2. To prepare the way for the Meffiah, John was to call the 
people of Ifrael to repentance. ; 

In every age and nation, repentance has been a firft duty of 
fallen mankind. It was inculcated by all the ancient prophets, 
as abfolutely neceflary for every one, who would efcape from 
the wrath to come, and be admitted to the favour and the ev- 
erlafting kingdom of God. 

But for the people of Ifrael, at the coming of the Meffiah, 
the neceflity of immediate repentance was peculiarly obvious 
and urgent. They were then to pafs a moft eventful and deci- 
five crifis.s The Lord from heaven was to dwell among them, 
and to be in the midft of them as a refiner’s fire and as fuller’s foap. 
He was to come near to them to judgment, and to be a fwift witne/s 
againft the forcerers, and againft the adulterers, and againft falfe 
Jfwearerss and againft all, who would not fear the Lord of hofts.¢ 
Thofe, who would repent, and return unto the Lord, were to 
be fpecially confirmed in all the privileges and bleflings of the 
everlafting covenant, made with their fathers; but thofe, who 
would not repent, were to be caft off from being any longer, 


in any fenfe, the people of God, were to fail under the moft ter- 


rible 
* Isa. xl,3. Mal. ii.3. Mark i. 3, &e. $ Malachi iii. Q, 5. 
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rible difplays of divine vengeance, and to be fuddenly deftroy- 
ed, and that without remedy. 

Such, fo decifive and awful, was to be the crifis with the 
Jewifh nation, when the Meffiah fhould come; and fuch, fo ob- 
vious and urgent, was the neceflity of their immediate repent- 
ance. Immediate repentance was neceflary, in order to give 
a proper reception to the holy Meffenger of the covenant; and 
equally neceflary in order to efcape the tremendous deftru¢tion 
which was haftening to overtake the obftinately impenitent. 

Accordingly, that he might prepare the way before the 
Meffiah,.John not only proclaimed his approach, but called 
upon all the people immediately to repent. Repent, faid he, 

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Repent ye ;...fur the axe is now 
laid to the root of the trees; and every tree that bringeth not forth 
good fruit is hewn down and caft into the fire. Repent ye ;...for he 
that cometh after me is mightier than I,—whofe fan is in his hand, 
and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather the wheat into his 
garner ; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.* 

3. To prepare the way for the Meffiah, John was to calf 
the attention of the Jewifh church and nation to the gracious 
covenant of God. 

When Abraham was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared 
to Abraham, and faid unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk be- 
fore me and be thou perfect.....ind I will eftablifh my covenant be- 
taveen me and thee, and thy feed after thee, in their generations, for an 
everlafting covenant, to be a God unto thee and to thy feed after thee.+ 
This covenant with Abraham and his feed was the grand 
charter of all the privileges and bleflings, appertaining to the 
church throughout all generations. A capital part of this 
covenant was the promife, on condition of faith and obedience, 
of bleflings, temporal and fpiritual, to defcend from parents to 
children, from generation to generation, down to the Jateft pe- 
riods of time. In correfpondence with this we are aflured, 
that the Lord is a faithful God, who keepeth covenant and mercy 
with them that love him and keep his commandments unto a thoufand 
generations. 

But it was with fuch only as would love him and keep his 
commandments, that the Lord ftood engaged to keep covenant 
and mercy. If parents would avail themfelves of the gracious 
promife or propofal of the covenant refpecting their children, 
they muft take hold of the covenant by faith, fincerely devoie 
their children to God, and faithfully bring them up for him in 
holy nurture and admonition. Thefe words, faid the Lord by 
Mofes, thefe words, which F command thee this day, fhall be in thine 
heart ; and thou fhalt teach them diligently unto thy children; and 


* Mat. iii. 2,10, 11,12. ¢ Gen. xvi. 1,7. 4 Deut. wa. 9. 
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Soalt talk of them when thou fitteft in thine houfe, and when thou 
walkeft by the way, and when thou lief down, and when thou rife 
up.* Accordingly, the infpired Afaph, in a folemn and im- 
preflive exhortation, with particular reference to the everlaft- 
ing covenant, fays; For he eflallifhed a teflimony in Facob, and 
appointed a law in Ifrael, which he commanded our fathers, that they 
foould make them (i. e. the words and works of God) knoqwn te 
their children ; that the generation to come might know them, even the 
children whieh fhculd be born, who fhould arife and declare them te 
their children; that ruey, the children, might fet their hope in God, 
and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments.§ 

Such, in brief, was the tgnor of God’s gracious covenant 
with Abraham and his feed; fuch were the duties required, 
and fuch the bleflings which were to follow. 

But of this covenant the defcendants of Abraham became 
Rrangely forgetful. They valued themfelves, indeed, highly, 
on their relation to their fathers, Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, 
and on their outward ftanding in the covenant and church of 
God ; and they even held the confidence, that, becaufe'they 
were defcendants of Abraham, and, in a fenfe, children of the 
covenant, they and their feed would certainly be bleffed.t Yet 
we have abundant evidence, that they were but very little at- 
tentive to the important conditions on which the bleflings of 
the covenant were promifed. They become ignorant of God’s 
righteoufnefs, that righteoufnefs of faith, of which circumcif- 
ion was the vifible feal ; and prefumptuoufly went about to 
eftablifh their own righteoufnefs. Obfervant as they were of 
the external rite of circumcifion, they became ftrangely un- 
mindful of its fpiritual import. Though they circumcifed 
their children according to the letter of the covenant; yet 
they were not careful to walk in the faith of their father Abra- 
ham. 

They did not give up their children to God in faith, nor 
train them up in that holy nurture and admonition which the 
covenant required. With refpeét, indeed, to this moft intereft- 
ing concern, there was evidently, among the Jews, for many 
generations before the coming of the Mefliah, a moft criminal 
and lamentable defection. 

But to prepare the way for the Meffiah, it was of the firft 
neceflity, that a reformation fhould take place in this impor- 
tant particular. It was of the higheft importance that a fe- 
rious attention fhould be awakened in the Jewifh church and 


nation, 


* Deut. vi. 6, 7. § Psalm Ixxviii. 5, 6, 7. 
$ The Jews had a tradition, that Abraham had a station near the 


gate of hell, and would not suffer any of his descendants to go down tg 
that dismal abode. 
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nation, to the true tenor of the covenant, in which they profeds- 
edly ftood. 

Accordingly John was efpecially to call their attention to 
this all important concern. On this point, ancient prophecy 
was peculiarly explicit. Behold, I will fend you Elijah the proph- 
et, before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord ; and us 
SHALL TURN THE HEART OF THE FATHERS TO THE CHILDREN, 
AND THE HEART OF THE CHILDREN *O THEIR FATHERS, lef [ 
some and {mite the earth with a curfe.* Thefe were the lalt words ut- 
tered by the Spirit of prophecy before the arrival of the impor- 
tant era to which they referred; and in the New Teftament, 
they are exprefsly applied to John the Baptilt. A principal 
purpofe, then, for which John was fent, was, that he might turn 
the heart of the fathers unto the children, and the heart of the children 
unto their fathers, and thus, as it is exprefled in the gofpel, 
make ready a people prepared for the Lord.+ But what can we 
underitand by this, more or lefs, than that under his miniftry, 
a remarkable reformation was to take place in refpe& to the 
covenant ? Parents were to confider, and to fulfil their cove- 
nant obligations with refpect to their children; and in confe- 
quence of this, the hearts of the children, by the gracious in- 
fluences of the Spirit, in covenant faithfulnefs vouchfafed, were 
to be fo effectually turned, as ferioufly to hear, and dutifully to 
obey, the parental inftructions which they fhould receive. It 
was thus, in a fpecial fenfe, that John was to prepare the way 
for the Meffiah ; and it was thus, according to the words of 
the angel to his father Zechariah, he was to make ready a peo- 
ple prepared for the Lord. 

Such a reformation, with refpect to the covenant, was evident- 
ly of primary neceflity ; for it was in purfuance of the covenant, 
that the Meffiah was to come; and it was in purfuance of the 
eovenant, that the bleflings comprifed in him, both for Jews 
and Gentiles, were to be conferred. He was to come to per- 
form the mercy promifed unto the fathers, and to remember the holy 
covenant.{ And it deferves efpecially to be confidered, that, 
at his coming, a great and important change in refpeé to the 
church, and the outward appendages of the covenant, was to 
take place. The law of commandments contained in ordi- 
nances, which was added to the covenant at Sinai, and which 
is commonly called the Mofaic difpenfation, was.to be abolifh- 
ed. The middle wall of partition between Jew and Gentile 
was to be broken down. The blefling of Abraham was to be 
extended to the Gentiles, and a new difpenfation, adapted to 
all the nations of the earth, was to be introduced. Surely, to 
prepare the way for changes fo great, for an era in the church 
fo eventful, it was of the higheft importance that attention 
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fhould be called to the tenor and effential provifion of the 
covenant. It was of high importance, in order that the truth 
and faithfulnefs of God, in the performance of his covenanted 
mercy, might be attentively remarked and gratefully recogniz- 
ed; and in order, efpecially, that, after the introduétion of 
the Chriftian difpenfation, the tenor and provifion of the cove- 
nant might be well underftood, and religioufly obferved 
among all the nations of the earth, and to the lateft periods of 
time. 

4. To prepare the way for the Meffiah, John wasto confirm 
the covenant with the true members of the Jewifh church, by 
an outward rite, inftituted for that fpecial purpofe. 

The Jews had all a nominal ftanding in the church of God ; 
but, asa body, they had become extremely corrupt. God 
had borne with them long; but the period of his patience was 
limited. As already obferved, on the coming of the Mefliah, the 
church was to be fhaken, and the Jews, as a body, were to be 
rejected, In this dreadful cataftrophe, however, a precious 
remnant was to be referved. Though the dead branches were 
to be broken off and caft away, the living olive-tree was not 
to be plucked up by the roots; but was to remain under the 
fpecial care of the divine hufbandman, was to receive ingrafted 
branches from the olive by nature wild, and was to grow and 
{pread, until all the nations of the earth fhould repofe under its 
refrefhing thade. 

On the approach of an era fo eventful, when the nominal peo- 
ple of God were, as a body, about to be rejected, it was obviout- 
ly very proper and important, that fome {fpecial mark fhould 
be fet on thofe, who fhould be found faithful, and be referved 
as his true people ; and fome outward fignificant rite be admin- 
iftered to them, as a token of their confirmation in the cove- 
nant made with their fathers. Previoufly to the introduction 
of the Mofaic difpenfation at Horeb, the whole congregation of 
the Lord were baptized, in token of their confirmation in his 
gracious covenant. In confirmation of the fame gracious cove- 
nant, previoufly to the introduction of the Chriftian difpenfation, 
thofe, whofe hearts were turned to walk in the fteps of the faith 
of Abraham their father, and who were to be referved as the 
people and church of the Lord, were alfo to be baptized. 
This was to be done under the miniftry of John. 

If any thing more than the confiderations now before us be 
neceflary to make it evident, that the baptifm of John was a rite 
ef confirmation, inftituted for thofe, who had already a vifible 
ftanding in the covenant and church of God, and for the pur- 
pofe of preparing the way for the Mefliah, and the introduction 
of a new difpentation; a paflage, in the ixth of Daniel, may, 
tw this connexiong be worthy af particular attention. 
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| Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, 
to finifh the tranfgreffion and to make an end of fins, and to make re- 
concihation for iniquity, and to bring in everlajling righteoufne/s, and 
to feal up the vifton and prophecy, and to anoint the Moft Holy. 
Know, therefore, and underfland, that from the going forth of the 
commandment to refore and to build Ferufalem, unta the Meffiah the 
Prince, foall be feven weeks, and three foore and two weeks ; the 


frreet fball be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. | And 


after threefcore and two weeks fball Meffiah be cut off, but not fer 
himfelf.— And he fhall confirm the cavenant with many for one week ; 
and in the midft of the week he /hall caufe the facrifice and the oblation 
to ceafee Upon this remarkable. paflage of ancient prophecy a 
few concife obfervations only can be offered. 

Under the ancient difpenfation there were weeks of years as 
well as weeks of days. ‘The weeks of the prophecy now be- 
fore us were undoubtedly weeks of years. Seventy weeks, 
then, the total number fpecified, were equal to a period of 490 
years. This period of feventy weeks, or 490 years, was the 
whole period which was to elapfe, between the going forth of 
the commandment, given by Artaxerxes king of Perfia, to Ez- 
ra the {cribe, to reltore and build Jerutalem, and the making 
of reconciliation. for iniquity, by the death of Meffiah the 
Prince.* 

This total period of feventy weeks, or 490 years, is divided, 
in the prophecy, into three parts ; the firlt, of feven weeks, or 
forty-nine years, the fecond, of fixty-two weeks, or 434 years, 
and the laft of one week, or feven years. The firlt period was 
from the time when Ezra received his commiffion to the clofe 
of the adminiltration of Nehemiah ; a period of juft forty nine 
years, in which the city was built again, and the wall, even in 
troublous times. The fecond period was from the clofe of 
Nehemiah’s admmiftration to the commencement of the minif- 
try of John the Baptift; a period of juft 434 years. The laft 
period, the one week, or feven years, was from the commence- 
ment of the miniftry of John to the crucifixion of Chriit.¢ 

It is efpecially to be obierved, that of the laft period it is 
faid, and he fhall confirm the covenant with many for, or during, one 
week ; and wn the midft, (or, as it fhould have been rendered, the 
half part) of the week, he fhall caufe the facrifice and the oblation to 
ceafe. That is,in the clofe of the laft week, he fhall abolifh the 
rites of the Mofaic economy, and {hall introduce a new difpen- 
fation. 

John continued in his minifiry three years and a half; then 
the Meffiah himfelf preached three years and a half more; 
making, in the whole, feven years, or one prophetic week. 
No. 4. Vol. IV. S During 


* Prideaux Connection, Part 1. Book 3. 
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During this week, agreeably to the prophecy, the covenant 
was confirmed with many. Many of the children of Ifrael 
were turned unto the Lord their God, and by the baptifm of 
John were confirmed in the holy covenant, made with their fa- 
thers. At the clofe of the week the Meffiah was cut off, the 
facrifice and oblation were made to ceafe, and the Chriftian 
difpenfation was introduced. So plain it is that the baptifm 
of John was a rite not of initiation but of confirmation ; that 
by the adminiftration of this, the covenant was confirmed with 
many ; and that this was done to prepare the way for the Mef- 
fiah and his new difpenfation. 
(To be concluded next month.) 
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LETTERS TO THE YOUNG. No. Llf. 


(Continued from page 104.) 
Dear Youth, 

NOTHING can be more proper than for you to hearken to 
what God fays refpecting himfelf. To ftudy the charac- 
ter and works of the blefled Author of your exiftence, is highly 
important and becoming for you. What more ftupid and 
odious beings can we conceive of, than thofe who are indifferent 
to the great Creator, and who regard not the works of his 
hands? If my young triends feel as they ought to feel, they 
will moft gladly and earneftly attend to what the Scriptures fay 
of God. It may be proper to obferve the following things. 

1. God is eternal. He is called in the Bible “the King 
eternal, immortal! and invifible.”” He inhabits eternity, and is 
from everlafting to everlafting. All other beings began to ex- 
it; there was a time, when they were not in being. But this 
is not the cafe with God; he is without beginning of days; 
he always has exilted unchangeably the fame. ‘There never 
was a time when he did not exift ; confequently he never began 
to exift, and was not created. How different, then, is he from 
us, who are creatures of yefterday ! 

2. Godis every where prefent. ‘‘ He is in every place be- 
holding the evil and the good.” It is impoflible to efcape 
from his prefence: for “there is no darknefs or fhadow of 
death, where the workers of* iniquity can hide themfelves.” 
He fills heaven and earth. You are continually in his view ; 
and you cannot efcape from him. How ought you to be im- 
prefled with the confideration of an ever prefent God! How- 
ever retired you are from the fight of other beings, you are 
ftill in the prefence of God. He always notices all your ac- 
tions, and though you may forget him, he never overlooks nor 
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forgets you. You muft be where God is, as long as you ex- 
ift. 

God knows: all things from eternity to eternity. “ All 
things are naked and open to the eyes of him, with whom we 
have to do.” The thickeft darknefs makes nothing obfcure to 
him. ‘The darknefs and the light are both alike to him.” 
He is perfectly acquainted with all his creatures; he knows 
what they think and what they do. “ Known unto God 
are all his works from the beginning of the world.” He is 
perfectly acquainted with your feelings towards him, all your 
idle, vain thoughts, and he knows with the utmott certainty 
whether you will ever become holy or not; whether you will 
be forever happy or miferable. O, what a confideration is 
this! the great God continually looking at you! How 
durft you be wicked and flatter yourfelves that no one fees you, 
when the eye of your Judge isupon you? Think of this. 

4. God created all things by his power. Take a furvey of 
the ftarry heavens, the fun and moon, the mountains and hills, 
the vallies and plains, the meadows and forelts, the rivers and 
feas, the various orders of living creatures, men, beatts, birds, 
fifhes and infects. All thefe are the works of God; he made 
them out of nothing; “ he fpake and it was done, he com- 
manded and it ftood faft.” You can fee nothing, but what 
was made by the infinite power of God. His works are in- 
deed great and maryellous. ‘The fame divine, almighty pow- 
er, which at firft brought them into being, continues their exift- 
ence. 

You are the work of God’s hand, fearfully and wonderfully 
made, and you are every moment dependent on God for con- 
tinuance in life. O how much have you received from God ; 
even all that you are and all that you enjoy ! Yet what dread- 
ful returns of difobedience and ingratitude have you made 
him ! How much he has a right to expec and require of you ; 
yet, what, alas! have you rendered unto him for all his bene- 
fits? 

5. God does whatever he pleafes. He always atts accord- 
ing to an eternal and molt glorious plan, which includes all 
the beings, characters, and events, which ever have exifted, or 
ever will exift. From eternity God ordained and made certain 
all the cireumitances of his creatures. He determined in infi- 
nite wifdom and benevolence what kind of creatures to make, 
and what to de with them. Accordingly we read, “ The 
counfel of the Lord ftandeth forever, and the thoughts of his 
heart to all generations.”” ‘ He hath done whatfoever he hath 
pleafed.”” “ For of him and to him and through him are all 
things.” By the prophet God fays, “ Remember the former 
things of old: for I am God, and there is none like me; de- 
claring 
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claring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the 
things that are not yet done, faying, My counfel fhall ftand, and 
I will do all my pleafure.” Again he fays, “ Yea, béfore the 
day was, I am he, and there is none that can deliver out of my 
hand ; I will work and who fhall let it?’ ‘“ There are many 
devices in a man’s heart; neverthelefs, the counfel of the Lord, 
that fhallftand.” For “ there is no wifdom, nor underftanding, 
nor counfel againft the Lord.” All God’s works, therefore, 
are fuch as he before determined they fhould'be. He chofe 
to give you life under juft fuch circumftances as you received 
it. “All your allotments in this world, and your condition in 
the next are alfo determined in the divine counfels. How fool- 
ith and wicked it is to complain of the divine purpofes and di- 
vine providence. ‘To do this is‘to reply againft God, which is 
vain and wicked indeed. 

6. God is infinitely good. Of this we can have no reafona- 
ble doubt; for it appears evident, wherever we turn our eyes. 
It is this, which has given us life and made it fo comfortable. 


It is this, which diffufes life and happinefs through the world. 


It is this, which provides for the wants of all creatures. When 
we fay God is good, we mean that he feels perfectly right to- 
wards all beings, and treats them jult as they ought to be 
treated. Hence you will eafily fee, that the goodnefs of God will 
Jead him to treat his creatures very differently, as they are good 
or evil. It would feem very improper for God to feel alike 
towards his friends and his enemies. God’s infinite goodnefs 
will beftow happinefs upon all the truly humble and penitent ;. 
but it will affect the impenitent in a manner awfully different. 
The goodnefs of God is called by different names in the Bible 
in reference to the different objects, towards which it is exercif- 
ed. Mercy, patience, grace, compaflion, righteoufnefs, holi- 
nefs, juftice and truth, are only different names to exprefs the 
fame infinite unvarying goodnefs. The fame may be obferved 
of indignation, jealoufy, wrath, fury, vengeance and anger, 
when applied to God. They exprefs the divine goodnefs in its 
awful effects upon the finally impenitent. It is infinitely good 
in God to make true Chriftians forever happy in heaven ; and 
itis equaily good in him to make all others forever miferable in 
hell. The fame goodnefs which makes fome bleffed forever, 
makes fome forever wretched. All the feelings of God to- 
wards the righteous and the wicked, both in this, and in the 
eternal world, are pure goodnefs. His goodnefs is as really 
exhibited in hell as in heaven. Let the wicked, therefore, ex- 
pect punifhment becaufe God is good; becaufe he feels right 
towards them. How dreadful will it be to be made forever 
miferable by a God of infinite goodnefs! It will indeed be a 
fearful thing for finners to fall mto the hands of the living 
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God, whofe goodnefs will confume as fire. How criminal 
muft you be not to love and obey a God of unbounded good- 

nefs! How wicked it is for you not to pray to God, inquire 
after him, and feek his favour! How defirable it is to have 
God for your friend and portion! How fafe and happy are all 
who humbly put their truft in him! How reafonable is religion, 
which is to love God with all the heart, delight in his perfec- 
tions, and obey his requirements! How great is the wicked- 
nefs of men, who in general have fo little regard for the great 
God! dear youth, make God your friend by becoming truly 
penitent; be no longer unmindful of him, left he fwear in his 
wrath, that you fhall not enter into his ret. O how dreadful 
it mufi be to lie down forever under his difpleafure ! 


AMATOR. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


To the Editors of the M. Missionary Magazine. 
GENTLEMEN, 


IN page 51f of the third volume of the magazine, we are 
told by a writer who is faid to have been a youth, that a// things 
which befal Chriftians, not excepting the fufferings which they 
endure, are to be called bleflings, and to be confidered “ a part 
of that ineftimable inheritance to which they are heirs in confe- 
quence of adoption.” And feveral plaufible things are faid in 
juftification of this fenttment. In page 74 of the fame num- 
ber and vol. Dr. Trumbull, in his valuable Differtation upon 
covenanting with God, obferves, “ God’s own children may 
bring grievous afflictions on themfelves, and on their families, 
by violating his covenant, and not walking ftedfaftly in his 
commandments. He may fend darknefs and horrer into their 
fouls. Like Heman, when they fuffer his terrors they may be 
diftractted. He may vifit them with diltreffing pains and fick- 
nefs, and like the Corinthians, many among them may be 
weak, and fickly, and many may fleep.”” “Thefe two ftate- 
ments feem to me to oppofe each other. In the latter, the af- 
fictions brought upon God’s people are fpoken of as real evils, 
and of the nature of punifhment, as they exprefs God’s difap- 
probation of their finful condué&. In the former they are con- 
lidered as bleflings. If the laft ftatement is correét, how is it to 
be reconciled with the arguments which are adduced to fup- 
port the firft? If the firlt is correét, how is it to be reconciled 
with the facts which are adduced to illuftrate the laft? And 
indeed how is it poflible for God to exprefs difapprobation of 
the 
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the backflidings of his children in his Providence at all? A 


Incid explanation of this matter would gratify 
A Conftant Reader of the Magazine. 


SOLUTION. 
At the bottom of the affliftive cup there is blefiing. 
THEOPHILUS. 


To the Editors. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I SEND you the following brief replies to the queftions pre- 
fented in the 63d page of the 3d volume of your ufeful maga- 
zine. 

1. Queftion. ‘What is the good olive tree from which the Jews 
were broken off ?” 

Anfwer. The queftion is underftood to refpect the memora- 
ble words of Paul, Rom. xi. 16, and onward. The apoftle is 
not here {peaking enigmatically. No proverb is in his lips. 
{t is prefumed there would never have been any difagreement 
in explaining his language, had not the defence of a favourite 
theory made it neceflary to mifreprefent his meaning. This 
and the two preceding chapters are almoft wholly taken up in 
inculcating the fovereignty of God, particularly as it refpects 
the natural defcendants of Abraham. A part were the rem- 

nant according to the election of grace. The reft were blind- 
ed. The former were faved. The ijatter perifhed. The latter 
were broken off from the good olive tree. For what were they 
broken off ? For their unbelief. The former ftood, or remain- 
ed flourifhing branches of the good olive tree by faith. Faith 
is the diltinguifhing charaéter of the faved; unbelief of thoie 
who are not faved. To determine, then, with certainty, 
what the apoftle intends by the good olive tree, we have only 
to adhere to his diftin€ion, and inquire, on what principle it is 
that the elect are faved, or on what faith terminates ? Now it is 
the apoftle’s doctrine, and the doérine of the whole Bible, that 
the elect are faved by God’s new covenant of grace. This 
covenant contains the promifes, which in Chrilt Jefus are yea 
and amen. Faith terminates upon the promifes of this cove- 
nant. ‘ Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him 
for righteouinels.” He believed God in refpe& to the promife 
of a ion, and a Saviour to proceed from the loins of this fon. 
Rom. iv. 20. “ He ftaggered not at the promife of God through 
unbelief ;’ but was ftrong in faith, giving glory to God; and 
being fully perfuaded that what he had promi/ed, he was able alfo 
to perform, and therefore it was imputed to him for righteouf- 
neis.”” Hence he is faid to have received the promifes. And 
the inheritance is faid to have come to him by promife. By 
embracing 








HiME gk vg i at sh ita t a5 , ets HS ma CP eee eee . ‘ 
AEH “ae RS ett os eR wishes oe EDS age ese, Lege eS ae oe et ee Te ee ee Mee aaa eee, ee 
= . ST ee ‘ ; i. Sas : : 9 est 3 vat ; A ST ee ks be 4, : ee ee , ye SF : e - 








et PR te AI Sh a 


se 


4 ity are a9 ph tame Z 


St ale RPL RY aR De ce” ene ieee ee ORS a 


a nae ENR PAILS 2 2S pags aiy >. 











1806. | Questions and Answers. 143 


embracing with fuch ftrong faith the promife, he became the 
father of all them that believe. ‘he good olive tree then is 
that gracious covenant which God eftablifhed with Abraham, 
of which Chrift is the Mediator, and which is fealed by his 
blood. He, who embraces this covenant, is interefted in all 
the blefflings it promifes. He, who rejects it, is of the world, 
to whom thofe bleflings do not extend. This covenant is the 
conftitutional bafis of the church of God. For “ by grace are 
ye faved through faith—and as many as are of faith are blef- 
fed with faithful Abraham.” It is true that no one who is 
really brought into this covenant by faith can be broken off 
from it. But the covenant has a vifible adminiftration. It 
may be dilowned and trampled upon by thofe whom it condi- 
tionally refpeéts, and whom God has placed under the vifible 
adminiftration of it. They are then cut off by God’s judicial 
fentence. This difowning of the covenant is unbelief. Unbe- 
lief determines them to be dead branches. It is by unbelief, 
therefore, that they are broken off. This is agreeable to the 
reaion afligned by the Pfalmift, why the rebellious part of Ifrael 
were vifited in days antecedent to his with fuch wafting judg- 
ments. This reafon was, that “they were not ftedfatt in his 
covenant.” It is perfectly agreeable, alfo, to the declaration of 
Chrilt, John xv. i. “I (I as the mediator of the covenant, and 
the comprehenfive blefling of it) am the true vine, and my 
Father is the hufbandman. Every branch in me that beareth 
not fruit, he taketh away. If a man abide not in me, he is 
caft forth as a branch and is withered.” 

2. Queftion. * How old is this covenant ?’ , 

Anfwer. As old as that day is remote from the prefent in 
which Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteoufnefs. 

3- Queflion. ‘When were the Gentiles firft graffed in ?” 

Anfwer. When they firft embraced the new covenant, and 
became the adopted children of Abraham by faith. See Rom. 
iv. 23, 24. * Now it was not written for his fake alone, that it 
was imputed to him ; but for us alfo to whom it fhall be im- 
puted, if we believe on him who raifed up Jefus our Lord irom 
the dead.” 

4. Queflion. ‘Does a fublime and heavenly caufe need cun- 
ning, artful meafures to fupport it ?” 

Anfwer. Yes: if itis not fupported by the arm of Omnip- 
otence. Every countel which is originally of man, muit be 
fupported by man’s device. 

5. Queftion. * What is gofpel fimplicity ? 

Anfwer. tis the unaffected, honeit expreflion of difintereft- 
ednefs of heart. Or it is the practice of true, in oppofition to 
falfe charity. The latter feeks a finifter and party intereft 
under 
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under the fhew of religious zeal. ‘The former feeketh not her 
own. wie 


JULIANUS. 


-_—e- 


RELIGIOUS EXERCISES OF A YOUNG WOMAN. 


I CAN remember from the earlieft part of my life .to 
have had ferious impreflions on my mind. At times the ter- 
rors of a guilty confcience, the fear of death and judgment 
would dilturb my peace; but although I was brought up 
where the gofpel was clearly preached, and often heard the 
converiation of pious Chriftians, I knew no more the meaning 
of a change of heart, than one who never heard it named. [| 
continued a flave to Satan and my own corrupt defires until 
about the age of nineteen, when the Lord was pleafed to 
awaken me in fome meature by the death of a dear friend, and 
fhow me there was nothing in this life to be depended on, and it 
was my duty to feek a more permanent happinefs than. this 
poor tranfitory world could afford.. Shortly after this, there 
was a reformation in the fociety to which I belonged, and I 
thought I would attend their evening, meetings, and pray and 
read, and by and by I fhould become a Chriftian ; not confider- 
mg that the axe mult be laid to the root of the tree. I went 
on in this way, until, one evening, hearing a young perfon 
who had lately experienced religion. obferve that the taw that 
in her heart, which, if fhe had poffeffed the power, would have 
dethroned Jehovah. This thought itruck me, ds in water face 
anfwers to face, fo does the heart of man to man. I went home 
much diltreffed, fearing that all I had done was of no avail, as 
it proceeded from a corrupt fountain, and could not be accep- 
table in the fight of a holy God. My Chriftian friends told me I 
mutt repent and fubmit to Chrift ; but this 1 could not do, my 
proud, ftubborn heart rofe in oppotition to him, and every 
thing good. I thought I was willing to be faved, but Chrift 
was not willing to fave me. To efcape eternal punifhment 
was my only wifh, and I could not be convinced that this was 
entire felfifhnefs. After continuing in this ftate fome weeks, 
on hearing a difcourfe from theie words, “ Except a man be 
born again he cannot fee the kingdom of God,’ | was fully con- 
vinced that Chrift was willing to receive me if I would 
only accept his offer. I felt the force of thefe words, ‘* Ye widl 
not come unto\me that ye might have life.’” My diftrefs for three days 
was beyond defcription. I found I had finned again{t a good 
and holy God all my days, and J thought if he was juft I muft 
be banifhed from his prefence forever, as I had no heart to 
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fubmit to him. The Sabbath following, as I was meditating 
on the fufferings of Chrift for guilty finners, I was brought 
for the firft time to give myfelf up to him, to be difpofed of 
at his fovereign will, and wifhed him to be glorified whatever 
became of me. ‘The load that I before had felt was removed, 
and calmnefs took poffeflion of my mind. The Bible appeared 
to be a new book. ‘l’hefe words were peculiarly precious to 
me; Be thou faithful until death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life. continued in this calm frame of mind two or three 
days; but fearing that God had left me to a hard heart, I re- 
folved to open my mind to fome experienced perfon. After 
relating the ftate of my mind to her, fhe gave me encourage- 
ment. It furprifed me very much, and I went home uneafy. 
But God was pleafed in the courfe of that day to manifeft 
himfelf to my foul, and remove the darknefs of my mind. All 
nature appeared to be praifing God. Ihave had many doubts 
and fears, but in general I enjoy that hope, that peace and 
comfort, which the world cannot give nor take away. It fup- 
ports me. under all the croffes and trials of life, and I truft it 
will be my fupport in the hour of death. I find by daily ex- 
perience I am a poor, miferable finner, and was it not for the 
precious blood of Chrift, I muft defpair ; but bleffed be his name, 
he has promifed fin jhall not have dominion over me. 


MARIA. 








Selections. 


EMINENT WITNESSES TO EXPERIMENTAL RELIGION~ 
NO. V. 


CARACCIOLUS, MARQUIS OF VICO.* 
Born A.D. 1517. Died about 1591, 


ALEACIUS Caracciolus was born at Naples, and edu- 
cated in the church of Rome, where he had the greateft 
temptations to remain, particularly from his noble relations, 
who had great intereft in the emperor’s court, and that of 
Rome. * hireating hearing Peter Martyr preach on the effica- 
cy of divine grace, it pleafed God to convert him to himfelf, 
and from that period he counted the reproach of Chrift greater 
treafures than all the riches of Egypt. ‘“ His money perifh with 
him (faid he) who prefers not one hour’s communion with 
Chrift before all the riches and pleafurés of the world.”’ Ac- 
cordingly he left all and fled to Geneva to enjoy liberty of 


confcience 
* Italian Convert, or Life of Caracciolus—Clark’s Lives, part II. 


No. 4. Vol. IV. T 















ape een 
En ea 
- 


whe 








a terre > Nee ni eee tae 
A ae ey 





ag Tete 2y > 








a oh sh 


146 Witnesses to Experimental Religion. [ Sept. 


confcience and the company of Calvin, at which time he com- 
pofed the followimg prayer or meditation. “ Thou Lord art 


he that dreweft me out of the myltic darknefs of ignorance, 


enlightening my mind with thy Holy Spirit, and with the 
heavenly knowledge of thy truth; thou haft made known to 
me the way of falvation—Haft ranfomed me to thyfelf by the 
blood of thy Son: now therefore, Holy Father, I am only 
thine—Confecrated to thy glory, therefore, I will follow thee 
and obey thee, and walk in thy ways whitherfoever thou fhalt 
be pleafed to-call me. Not my father, wife, children, hon- 
ours, lands, riches, nor all my delicacies and pleafures fhall 
hold me one hour from following thee. I deny myfelf, and I 
deny this whole world, for thy fake. O Lord, thou. knoweft 
how many enemies compafs me—How many hinderances and 
temptations lie in my way: O Lord have mercy upua me, 
and deliver my foul!—O bleffed and happy thefe miferies, 
that pull me out of the world’s vanities, and fink of fins, that 
I may be made heir of everlafting glory; welcome therefore 
the crofs of Chrift! I will take it up, O Lord, and will follow 


thee.’’* 


NO. Fd, 


FRANCIS JUNIUS, THE ELDER.¢ 
Died A. D. 1602. 


NOTWITHSTANDING this auther received a learned 
and religious education frem his father, he was early inclined 
to principles of deifm and even atheifm; denying the doc- 
trine of Providence, till it pleafed God, by a remarkable de- 
liverance in a tumult at Lyons, to give fuch a demonttration 
of it, as in a great meafure filenced his doubts. 

His converfion, however, was effected in a different man- 
ner, as.itis thus related by himfelf. Opening accidentally the 
firft chapter of St. John’s gofpel, * In the beginning was the 
Word,” &c. ‘I read (fays he) part of the chapter, and was fo 
Rtruck with what | read, that I inftantly perceived the divinity 
of the fubject, and the authority and majefty of the Scriptures, 

reatly to furpafs all human eloquence. I fhuddered in my 
Body ; my mind was.confounded; and I was fo much affected 
all that day, that I hardly knew who I myfelf was. Bug thou, 
my Lord God, didft remember me in thy boundlefs mercy, 
and receive a loft fheep into thy flock! From that time, when 
the Almighty had granted me fo great a portion of his Holy 
Spirit, | began to read the Bible, and treat other books more 
coldly and negligently, and to reflect more upon, andbe much 

more converfant in fuch things as are relative to piety.” 
Bayle 


* Clark’s Lives, part 2. + Biog. Dict.—Gen. Dict 
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Bayle charaéerizes this author (who is celebrated for his 
Latin tranflation of the Scriptures, in concert with Tremellius) 
as a learyed, honeft, and Moderate man. 


NO. FI. 
COUNSELLOR BAINHAM.* 


Martyred A. D. 1530. 


THIS pious lawyer, who belonged to the temple, was ap- 
prehended under fufpicion of herefy, and by mere dint of tor- 
ture compelled to abjure. Finding, however, no peace in his 
conicience, he openly recanted, and being again apprehended, 
was burned in Smithfield on avery trifling pretence ; but Fox 
mentions. a very remarkable circumltance accompanying his 
death. After the lower part.of his body was already confum- 
ed by the flames, he cried out“ O ye Papilts, ye look for 
miracles—behold one here! for in this fire I feel no more 
pain, than if I were on a bed of down. It is to mea bed of 
rofes.”—Surely he is faithful, who faid, ““ When thou paffek 
through the fire I will be with thee.” 

This excellent martyr’s religion may ‘be judged of from his 
own definition. All godlinefs (faid he) is given of God 
by his abundant grace; the which no man of himfelf can keep ; 
but it [i.e. perfevering as well as converting grace] muft be 
given him of God.” 


WO. VT. 
KING EDWARD VIL.j - 


Born A. D. 1537. Died 1553. 


THIS extraordinary youth was equally remarkable for his 
good fenfe, learning, and piety. All parties fpeak highly of 
both his natural and acquired abilities; none more fo than a 
learned foreigner, Ferom Cardan, who vifited this country in 
his reign, and who, though a Roman Catholic, fpeaks of him 
as follows: “ All the graces were in him: he had many 
tongues when he was yet but a child ; together with the Eng- 
lifh, his natural tongue, he had both Latin and Trench ; nor 
was he ignorant, as I hear, of the Greek, Italian, and Spanifh, 
and perhaps fome more: but for the Englifh, French, and 
Latin, he was exact in them, and was apt to learn évery thing. 
Nor was be ignorant of logic, of the ptinciples of natural phi- 
lofophy, nor of mafic. The fweetnefs of his temper was fuch 
as became a mortal; his gravity becoming the majefty of a 
king, and his difpofition was fuitable to his high TP atig Tn 

ium, 


* Fox, Vol, Il. p. 301, &c. 4 Hist. of England.—/ox’s Martyrs, &c 
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fum, that child was fo bred, had fuch parts, and was of fuch 
expectations, that he looked like a miracle of a man.” ! 

Burnet, who gives this extract, adds, that he paid alfo a par. | 
ticular attention to political concerns, both domeftic and for- 
eign ; ftudied the true intereft of his country, and made himfelf 
acquainted with the difpofitions and abilities of all the chief 
perfons of his kingdom. 

The true piety and evangelical principles of this prince are 
unqueftionable. The Reformation lay near his heart, and it 
was his chief concern in his laft illnefs, if poffible, to fecure its 
progrefs after his death. To this end his minifters perfuaded 
him the only method would be to fet afide his eldeft fifter, and 
make the lady Jane Gray, the next heir, his immediate fuccef- 
for, which therefore he attempted. : 

His own illnefs he bore with the greateft patience and com- 
pofure, and as his death approached, he endeavoured to pre- 
pare himfelf for it by works of charity and exercifes of devo- 
tion. Among the former he founded the Blue-coat School, 
and endowed feveral hofpitals. As to his perfonal devotions, 
he was often heard to breathe out the moft pious ejaculations, 
and, in particular, juft before his death he was heard to pray, 
“© Lord God, deliver me out of this moft miferable and 
wretched life, and take me among thy chofen.” 

(To be continued. ) 


—t ED 


PRAYER OF HENRY IV. 


THE following animated prayer was offered up by Henry 
the Fourth of France, at the head of a valt army, juft before a 
battle :— 

“QO Lord of Hofts, who can fee through the thickeft veil 
and clofeft difguife, who vieweft the bottom of my heart, and 
the deepeft deligns of my enemies, who haft in thy hands, as 
well as before thine eyes, all the events which concern human 
life, if thou knoweft that my reign will promote thy glory, and 
the fafety of thy people,—if thou knoweft that I have no other 
ambition in my foul but to advance the honour of thy holy 
name and the good of this ftate,—favour, O great God, the 
juftice of my arms; and reduce all the rebels to acknowledge 
ae. whom thy facred decrees and the order of lawful fuccef- 
fion have made their fovereign: but, if thy good providence 
has ordered it otherwife, and thou feeft that I thall prove one 
of thofe kings whom thou gavelt in thine anger, take me, O 
merciful God, my life, and my crown ;—make me this day a 
facrifice to thy will ;—let my death end the calamities of 
France,—and let my blood be the laft that is fpilt in this quar- 


rel!” 
The 
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The king uttered this generous prayer in a voice and with a 
countenance that infpired all who heard and beheld him 
with like magnanimity ; and they obtained a complete victory. 

== Evan. Mag. 


SELECT PASSAGES. 


“THE judgments of God,” fays a certain writer, “ are. 
manifeftly abroad in the earth. Every one fees that God is 
contending very loudly with a neighbouring nation. Some 
have thought, and perhaps not improperly, that by the pi efent 
calamities God may now be avenging the blood of the right- 
eous Proteftants, who have from time to time fuffered under 
the defpotic power, and dragon-like perfecutions of the anti- 
chriftian church of Rome.” According to his calculation, 
about two hundred thoufand fuffered death in feven years un- 
der pope Julian. No lefs than a hundred thoufand were maffa- 
cred by the French, within the fpace of three months. The 
Waldenfes, who perifhed, amounted to one million ; within 
thirty years, the Jefuits deftroyed nine hundred thoufand, un- 
der the Duke of Alva; thirty-fix thoufand were executed by 
the common hangmen; and a hundred and fifty thoufand 
perifhed by the inquifition; and an hundred and fifty thou- 
fand by the Irifh maffacre. “ Befides the vaft multitudes of 
whom I could never be particularly informed, who were pvo- 
{cribed, banifhed, ftarved, burnt, buried alive, fmothered, fuffo- 
cated, drowned, affaflinated, chained to the gallies for life, or 
immured within the horrid walls of the Baflile, or others of their 
church or ftate prifons. According to fome, the whole num- 
ber of perfons maflacred, fince the rife of papacy, including the 
{pace of 1400 years, amounts to fifty millions.” Alas! Alas! 





-—-__ Oo 


ZEAL, which refults from charity, afflumes different forms 
- according to the feveral wants of our flock. But it is always 
the kindnefs of charity which fuggefts the expreflions, whether 
of comfort or of terror. A Chriftian minifter cannot be too 
much on his guard, cannot too frequently, nor too ferioufly, 
exercife his judgment, on this important fubje&. For, if his 
zeal be not according to knowledge, his miniftry is not merely 
ufelefs, but odious, to his flock. Tothe diflike, which finners 
have to virtue, he adds the hatred of him, who preaches it. 
Zeal, which refults from charity,-is refpeéted, by thofe, whofe 
irregularities it reproves, and whofe profligacy it condemns, 
If it does not render vice odious, it, at leaft, takes care, not to 
fubje& the miniftry to contempt. Zeal, which is according to 
knowledge, may be compared to the behaviour of an affeétion- 
ate mother to her children, who, by every effort, which ingen- 
uity 
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uity can fuggeft, and every toil, which patiéncé can endure, 
ftrives to implant in them a principle of rectitude, and a love 
6f virtue: if her maternal intentions are difappointedy her 
tears, and her forrows, are thé only refentment fhe betrays, at 
their ingratitude : the further they déviate from the paths of 
wifdom and prudence, the more her love for them feems to in- 
creafe ; the nearer fhe fees them on the point of perithing, 
the more her tendernefs is enlarged, and her affection awaken- 
ed. Zeal is never excited by ill temper and chagrin ; it is love, 
alone, which ditates admonition, and urges its rebukes. 


Mafillon. 





>| 





Religious Intelligence. 


We are favoured with the following letter from Capt. Benyamin 
Wicxes, dated London, April 2d. 1866, which has lately been re- 
ceived by his friends in this place. 


WROTE you a few days after my arrival at this place, and 
gave you I think fome general account of what had happen- 

ed to me fince I faw you: but as | do not remember particu- 
Jars, perhaps I may in this repeat fome things I have already 
mentioned. We are going from London to Calcutta; two 
miflionaries with their wives are going with us from the Baptit 
fociety, and a young woman efpoufed to a miffionary already in 
Bengal from the London fociety, and there to be married. On 
the 12th of laft month, the Baptift miffionarie$ were ordained 
at Oxford, and fet apart for the miflion at Bengal. I went to 
Oxford on this occafion, and was witnefs of a very folemn fcene, 
and was treated with all that tendernefs, that would have been 
due to an eminently good and ufeful man. Alas! for us, how 
eafy is it for man to be miftaken! Thefe people went fo farina 
full meeting of their miffionary fociety to vote me their thanks 
for the part [ had acted in favour of their miflion, and requefted 
that I would fit for their limner in London to take my likenefs, 
to be depofited among the molt noted of thofe that have been, 
are now, and may hereafter be, engaged in this work. This 
has been done, and whatever may be the confequence, I take it 
as I think it is meant, an expreflion of gratitude to a flranger 
who has given fome proofs of favouring their caufe. On my 
return to London I found that the Lord had blefled the miniftry 
of the Jew minifter, and given him feveral feals to his — 
rom 
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from among his brethren. One evening laft week, I went 
with one of the miflionaries that is going with me, with two or 
three others, to drink tea with the Jew minifter. Wauile we 
were at tea there came in two Jews that were awakened under 
that fermon which you heard me fpeak of hearing him preach 
laft fall, which was the firft fruits of his labours. Thofe took 
tea with us, and after tea was over, there came in three other 
Jews, the fruits of his miniftry. When they had fat down I 
counted our number, and found there were an equal number of 
both Jews and Gentiles, fix ef each; on which I obferved, that 
there was a remarkable inltance before our eyes, of the partition 
wall, between the Jews and Gentiles, being broken down, and 
propofed, that we fhould join together in prayer and praife, 
which was readily agreed to, although the Jews had not hereto- 
fore feen fuch a thing, and perhaps fuch a thing had not taken 
place fince the time of the apoftles, if then. I lead in the exer- 
cife, the miflionary followed, and the Jew minifter concluded. 
When the exercife was over, the Jews took us by our hands 
with fuch expreflions of love and brotherly affection as was tru- 
ly gratifying. The evening before laft, I went to take tea with 
the miffionaries at their lodgings, where I found a large compa- 
ny of Chriftian people of different denominations affembled. 
Mr. Fuller, Sutcliff, and feveral other minilters, were among 
them, alfo the Jew minifter, and feveral of his Jew converts, 
the way being opened laft week as mentioned above, for their 
mixing with the Gentiles, Here we held a very folemn exer- 
cife in prayer and praife. I was again appointed to lead, a 
miffionary of the London fociety followed, the Jew minifter 
fucceeded, and Fuller and Sutcliff concluded. When the exer- 
cife was over, the Jews were again taken by the hand, by 
both minifters and people, and received in the bonds of brother- 
ly love, as alive from the dead. Yefterday morning I had on 
board the fhip to breakfaft, the miffionaries and their wives, 
feveral minifters of different denominations, and others to the 
number of about thirty. I would fain have had the Jews 
among them, but they could not ‘come. Here we had an 
exercife of prayer and praife, until near twelve o’clock, com- 
mitting the miffionaries, the fhip, and the crew, to the care of 
the blefled God, and praying for the fpread of the gofpel 
among the heathen. In the evening there was a meeting held 
at one of the Baptift meeting houfes, for the purpofe of difmil- 
fing the miffionaries from their country and kindred, to go 
among the heathen in Bengal. This was a crowded and fol- 
emn aflembly. After two minifters had prayed, Mr. Fuller 
gave a word of exhortation and advice to the riflionaries, that 
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was truly affecting and impreflive. Now what fhall we fay to 
thefe things ? Cannot we conclude that God is really with us, 
and take the comfort of it ? BENJAMIN WICKES, Sen. 


Affembly’s Mag. 


Cas aamren 
—_-_—_--— 


Extra%s from the Minutes of the General Affociation of Connedicut, 
at their feffion in Wethersfield, Fune 17, 1806. 


Mr. Elliot was chofen Scribe—Dr. Cyprian Strong, Modera- 
tor,—and Mr. Backus, afliftant Scribe. 


Report of the Truftees of the Miffionary Society of Conneéticut, to 
faid Society, to be convened at Wethersfield, the third Tuefday of 
Fune, 1806. 


REVEREND FATHERS AND BRETHREN, 


FROM a variety of circumftances, the annual Report of 
your Truftees, to the Society, of the ftate of miffions, and their 
own proceedings, for feveral years after the firft inftitution of 
the Society, was neceffarily more lengthy than it need be at pre- 
fent. It may this year be comprifed in very few words. 

The printed Narrative contains all the information concern- 
ing the ftate of Miffions, during the year, which can be of any 
material confequence. As is our cuftom, we tranfmit herewith 
a copy of this Narrative to each member. The ftatement of 
the funds fubjoined exhibits a view of the Accounts as audited 
the firft of January, 1806. A lift of the Contributions of May 
laft, fo far as returns have been made to the Treafurer, accom- 
panies this Report. From thefe returns it appears that the 
Contributions, this year, are generous, and equal to thofe of the 
laft year. We find that the friendfhip of the people of the 
State to the miffionary caufe is not diminifhed. They manifeft 
a laudable zeal and affection to it, by their readinefs to minifter 
to its fupport. In all fuitable ways, the Legiflature of the 
State afford countenance and encouragement to the Miffionary 
Society. And, by annual Contributions, the people are mani- 
fefting the continuance of their ardour to diffufe the bleflings of 
the gofpel, and to promote the Redeemer’s kingdom. From 
one time to another, particular individuals, by generous dona- 
tions, either in Books or Money, are exercifing themfelves in the 
fame bleffed work. The funds are increafing ; and a pleafing 
hope may, therefore, be indulged, that ftill greater and greater 
good may be done. 

Agreeably 
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Agreeably to a vote of the Society, the Truftees have laid-the 
Treafurer under bonds af $6000 for the faithful difcharge of 
his duty.. And, in confequence of the death of John Porter, Efq. 
late Auditor of the Society, they have appointed the Rev. Abel 
Flint, Auditor ; the aét of Incorporation requiring that if the 
office of Treafurer or Auditor fhall become vacant within the 
year, the Truftees fhall forthwith fill fuch vacancy. 

To diftribute pious bocks, Bibles, Teftaments, and fuitable 
religious tracts, among the new fettlements, is a work of great 
difficulty ; but is efteemed fo important, that no pains are fpar- 
ed in attempting to carry it ito effect. 

The profits arifing from the fale of the Connecticut Evangeli- 
cal Magazine are nearly the fame as in preceding years. On 
the whole, Heaven feems to {mile propitioufly on the various 
means ufed to raife a fund, the fole purpofe of which is to 
fpread the glories of the Redeemer’s name. 

Concerning the benighted heathen, on our borders, no effec- 
tual door of hope appears to be open, to carry among them the 
good news of life and falvation. Your Truftees are however 
anxioufly waiting for a merciful God, in his all-furrounding 
Providence, to difpofe things, in fuch a manner, as to haften 
the moment to preach to them the unfearchable riches of 
Chrift.—When their perifhing and wretched condition is reali- 
zed, can the tear of Chriftian commiferation be withholden, or 
the fervent prayer ceafe to afcend to the throne of grace !— 

The printed Narrative, to which we beg leave to refer the 
Society, gives an account of the names and numbers of our Mif- 
fionaries,—the fields of their miflions,—the fuccefs of their 
labours,—and the gratitude of thofe among whom they labour. 
Since its publication nothing new has taken place to lay before 
the Society, except the Rev. Mr. Badger’s refufal to ferve any 
longer as a Miflionary in the County of Trumbull, State of 
Ohio, where he has for feveral years been a faithful, diligent, 
and, we truft, fuccefsful fervant of the Society. His appoint- 
ment to that fervice for the current year was accordingly 
revoked. 

The Chriftian world is remarkably alive on the fubje@ of 
fending the gofpel where now unknown. In Europe and 
America an ardent zeal is manifelted to this great end. Mif- 
fions are con{tantly forming. ‘The number of Miffionarics is 
increafing. ‘The profpe& of fuccefs isencouraging. Miflion- 
ary inftitutions are continually rifling up. THar in this State 
has been profpered beyond the hopes of the moft fanguine. 
Where fuccefs has been granted, let all the praifce be afcribed 
to that Almighty Being, whofe mercy endureth forever. 


Your Truttees fee] animated, and prefent their congratulations 
No. 4. Vol, IV. U . to 





4 
. 
; 
ae 








154 Association of Connecticut. [Sept 


to the Society, on the fpirit of vital piety and miffionary exer- 
tion, which manifetts itfelf, both in Europe and America, uni- 
ting Chriltians of various denominations in defign—charity— 
ardour—and prayers for the enlargement of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. May we not hope that the /et time to favour Ziow hatf- 
tens on? 

In reviewing the palt fuccefs of our miffionary exertions, and 
the prefent very favourable {tate of our inftitution, is there not 
the greateft encouragement {till to increafe in our diligence, and 
in our prayers to the God of all peace and confolation, that he 
would arife in his majefty, and plead more powerfully his own 
caufe, and fruftrate the defign of all the enemies of Chrittiani- 
ty ? Blefled are thofe who are inftrumental of advancing the 
interefts of truth and righteoufnefs ! In this bleflednefs may the 
Society, and all the pious and benevolent, who by their prayers 
and liberality are miniltering to the fupport and {pread of the 
gofpel, fhare ! 

The Truftees would finith this report, by imploring on the 
Society, during their feflion, the divine blefling. May wifdom 
guide your meafures, and a gracious God caufe all your pro- 
ceedings to iffue in his glory, and the advancement of the Sa- 
viour’s caufe ! 

In the name of the Truftees, Ase. Furnt, Secretary. 

Hartford, Fune 12, 1806. 


The report of the Treafurer of the Miffionary Society of 
Connecticut was exhibited, by which it appeared that the con- 
tributions in May laft amounted to $2560 84, and that do- 
nations to the Society fince January 1, 1806, amounted to 
444 95. , 

The Honourable Mefirs. John Treadwell, Oliver Ellfwerth, 
Roger Newberry, Aaron Auttin, Jonathan Brace, and John 
Davenport, Efquires—and the Rey. Meffrs. Cyprian Strong, 
D.D. Elijah Parfons, Nathan Strong, D. D. Nathan Perkins, 
D. D. Samuel Nott, and Calvin Chapin were chofen Truftees 
of the Miffionary Society of Connecticut for the enfuing year. 

Andrew Kingfbury, Efq. was chofen Treafurer, and the 
Rev. Abel Flint, Auditor of the Society for the year enfuing. 


The report of the Delegates at the General Affembly was 
received, which this Afflociation is happy to find exhibits a 
pleafing view of the ftate of religion within the limits of the 
General Affembly. 

The Affociation proceeded to choofe Delegates to the Gen- 


-eral Affembly of the Prefbyterian church, in the United States, 


to convene at Philadelphia, on the third Thurfday in May, 
1807; 
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1807, and made choice of Mr. Amos Baffet and Mr. Yates; 
Mr. Welch and Mr. Nott were chofen fubftitutes. 

The Rev. Holland Weeks was chofen Delegate to the Gen- 
eral Convention of Vermont.; and the Rev. Eben. Porter his 
dubftitute. 

Voted, That Dr. Dwight be requefted to tranfmit to the Reg- 
ifter of the General Affociation, the papers in his hands rela- 
tive to the anion of this body with the Prefbyterian churches. 

Inquiry was made with refpe& to the ftate of religion, in 
the churches with which we have connexion, from which it re- 
fulted, that although much coldnefs and lukewarmnefs, in 
{fpiritual concerns, appear in many places, yet in others, the 
fpirit of vital piety eminently prevails; and various parts of 
the vineyard are watered and enriched with. heavenly dews. 
The friends of real religion have much caufe to render praife to 
the great Lord of the vineyard, and to perfevere in prayer that 
{howers may defcend in plentiful effufions. 

The report of the committee with refpect to {mall tracts was 
received, accepted and approved. 

It is as follows, 

“The Committee, who were appointed by the General Affo- 
ciation, June, 1805, to iffue fubfcription papers for the purpofe 
of diftributing gratuitoufly, among the inhabitants of this ftate, 
{mall religious tracts, and to fuperintend the printing and dif 
tribution of the tracts, being direéted to make report of their 
doings to faid Affociation, do accordingly report, 

“hat the fubfcription papers iffued were 300, of which there 
were returned in feafon 19 ; that the amount of fubfcriptions on 
faid papers was 200 dollars, the average fum for each paper 
being about 10 dollars. The traéts printed by order of the 
Committee were 4000, to which the printer added, at his own 
rifque, 2000, amounting to 6000. ‘Tra&s already delivered 
to fubfcribers 3611. Several fubfcription papers have fince 
been returned, but the tracts required for them have not yet 
been delivered. Should one fourth of the fubfcription papers, 
which have been iffued, be returned, and the fum fubfcribed on 
them be proportioned to thofe that have already been received, 
there will be a neceflity of reprinting, in order to furnifh traés 
to fatisfy demands on faid papers. Alli which is refpectfully 
fubmitted. . 
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NATHAN PERKINS, 
AMOS BASSETT, Committee.” 
ANDREW YATES, 


Voted, That the Rev. Mefirs. Nathan Perkins, William Rob- 
infon, Benjamin Trumbull, Matthew Noyes, Jofeph Strong, 
ifaac Lewis, David Ely, Mofes C. Welch, Andrew Lee, Sam- 
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uel J. Milis, Dan Huntington, Elijah Parfons, and Nathan 
Williams, certify the regular ftanding of preachers travelling 
from this {tate into other ftates. 


The following is a lift of unfettled minifters and candidates 
preaching with licences from the diftri@ Affociations, and pre- 
{ented to the General Affociation ; viz. Rev. Thomas Rob- 
bins, Norfolk; Rev. Ezekiel J. Chapman, Saybrook; Rev. 
Ifrael Brainard, Guilford ; James W. Robbins, Norfolk ; Mo- 
fes Gillet, New Hartford ; Abel M’Ewen, Winchefter ; Thom- 
as Punderfon, New Haven; Prince Hawes, Warren; Eli 
Hyde, Franklin; Daniel C. Banks, Fairfield ; John Niles ; 
Daniel Crocker, New Haven; Rev. David Avery, Mansfield ; 
John Dorrance, Brooklyn ; Timothy Williams, Woodftock ; 
Rev. Thomas Williams, Pomfret; Abiel Ruffell, Greenwich ; 
Rev. Timothy Ficld, Guilford ; John Judfon, Athford; Rev. 
Simeon Backus, Guilford; Andrew Rawfon, Brattleborough, 
Ver.: Rev. Calvin Ingals, Stafford ; Levi Collins, Somers ; 
Andrew Eliot, Fairfield; Hofea Beckley, Berlin; Rev. Aa- 
ron Kinne; Mark Mead, Greenwich; Samuel Whittlefey, 
Litchfield ; Noah Porter, Farmington; George Colton, Hart- 
ford; Elijah G. Welles, New Hartford; Henry Chapman, 
Tolland ; Nathan Strong, jun. Hartford; John Hough, Can- 
terberry ; Richard Williams, Lebanon; Aaron Dutton, Wa- 
terberry ; Mills Day, Wathington ; Ezra Ely, Lebanon; Rev. 
Jofhua Perry, Briftol; Rev. Hercules Welton, Kent ; Jere- 
miah Ofborne, Lenox; Oliver Wetmore, Hartford; Thomas 
Adams ; Luke Wood, Somers; George Hall, Eaft Haddam ; 
Silas Higley, Simfbury ; Nathan Johnfon, Southborough ; 
Rofwell R. Swan, Stonington; Rev. Allen Olcott, Eaft-Hart- 
ford; Rev. Henry Channing, N. London; Rev. Jabez Mun- 
ata Jonathan Bird, Berlm; Rev. Aaron Cleveland, Hart- 
ord. 


Voted, That a Committee be appointed to report on the 
fubjec of the belief of the divinity and atonement of Chrift, and 
whether it fhall be regular to exchange minifterial labours with 
any one who openly denies thofe dorines ; and that Doéor 
Trumbull, Mr. Armftrong, Mr. Nott, Mr. Strong and Mr. 
Backus be the Committee for the above purpofe. | 

The Committee appointed on the fubject of the divinity and 
atonement of Chrift made the following Report, which was 
accepted. 

_ “ Whereas a few individuals in the miniftry have openly 
denied the divinity and perfonality of our Lord and Saviour 
Jefus Chriit, Voted, That this Affociation, feeling it a duty to 
bear teltimony againit principles fo fubverfive of the pillars of 
| gofpel 
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gofpel truth, of vital piety and morality, do recommend to then 
brethren in the ftate, earneftly to contend for the faith once 
delivered to the faints ; to hold no communion, and to form no 
exchanges in minifterial dutics with preachers of this charac- 
ter. 23 

‘Lhe following motion was made and approved ; ;— Whereas 
the relation between a minifter and his people, is one of the 
moft folemn that can be formed in this world, Voted, That this 
body do difapprove of the growing ufage in the churches, by 
which this relation is diflolved, without making public the true 
reafons of difcontent in the parties, as tending, on the one hand, 
to fhield the immoralities and erroneous opinions of a minitter, 
and on the other, to glofs over the unreafonable difcontents and 
vices of a people. 

Atte, JOHN ELLIOT, Scribe. 
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N Apology for the Rite of Bapti/m and ufual Modes of Baptiz- 

ing. In which an attempt is made to flate fairly and 

clearly the arguments in proof of thefe dogtrines ; and alfo to 

refute the objections and reafons alleged againft them by the 

Rev. Daniel Merrill, and by the Baptiftsin general. By Joun 

Keep, D. D. paftor of a church and congregation in Bridgwa- 
ter. 12mo. Providence. Heaton & Williams. 

A Sermon containing refleions on the folar eclipfe, which appear- 
ed on June 16, 1806; delivered on the Lord’s day following. 
By Josery Larurop, D. D. paftor of the firft church in Weft 
Springheld. Second Edition. Springfield, Maffachufetts. H. 
Brewer. 

An Introduéion to the Study of the Bible: containing proofs of 
the authenticity and infpiration of the Holy Scriptures; a 
fummary of the hiftory of the Jews; an account of the Jewith 
fects ; and a brief ftatement of the contents of the feveral books 
of the Old and New Teltaments. By Georce Pretyman, 
D.-D. F. R. S. Lord Bifhop of Lincoln. 12mo. Price one 
dollar. Philadelphia. James P. Parke. 

The Contraf ; or, the Death-Bed of a Freethinker, and the 
Death-Bed of a Chriftian. LExemplified in the laft hours of 
the Hon. Francis Newport, and the Rev. Samuel Finley, D.D. 
8vo. pp. 20. Bofton. E. Lincoln. 

Sermons on the religious education of Children; preached at 
Northampton, Eng. By Puirip Dopprivce, D.D. A new 
edition, revifed and corrected. Cambridge. W. Hilliard. 

A Short 
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A Short and Eafy Method with Deifis ; wherein the certainty 
of the Chriftian Religion is demonftrated by infallible proofs, 
from four rules; ina letter to a friend. Cambridge. W. 
Hilliard. 

Brown's felf-interpreting Bible ; containing the facred text of 
the Old and New Teftaments ; to which are annexed marginal 
references and illuftrations ; an exaé fummary of the feveral 
books; a paraphrafe on the moft obicure and important parts 3. 
an analyfis of the contents of each chapter, explanatory notes, 
and evangelical reflections. (A new edition.) New York. 
T. & J. Ronalds. 

Eleven Select Sermons of the late Rev. James Saurin, on the 
following fubjeéts ; the omniprefence of God ; the manner of 
praifing God; the fovereignty of Jefus Chriit in the church ; 
the equality of mankind ; the worth of the foul; the birth of 
Jefus Chrift ; refurrection ; the ablurdity of libertinifm and in- 
fidelity ; the harmony_of religion and civil polity ; Chriftian 
heroifm; general miftakes. Price 1 dollar. Philadelphia. 
T. & W. Bradford. 

The Flowers of Literature ; being a compendious exhibition 
of the moft interefting geographical, hiftorical, mifcellaneous, 
and theological fubjeéts in miniature; intended to facilitate 
the improvement of youth in particular, and adults in general, 
whofe pecuniary refources will not permit them to purchafe, 
nor relative avocations allow them time to perufe, voluminous 
productions on thefe important heads. ‘To which are prefixed, 
preliminary addreffes to parents, teachers, and their pupils. 
By Tuomas Baracan. Price 75 cents, in boards. ‘Trenton, 

The American Difpenfatory ; containing the operations of 
pharmacy, together with the natural, chemical, pharmanutical, 
and medical hiftory of the different fubftances employed in 
medicine ; illuftrated and explained, according to the principles 
of modern chemiftry ; comprehending the improvements in Mr, 
Duncan’s fecond edition of the Edinbugh New Difpenfatory. 
The arrangement fimplified, and the whole adapted to the 
practice of medicine and pharmacy in the United States. With 
feveral copperplates, exhibiting the new fyftem of chemical 
characters, and reprefenting the moft ufeful apparatus. By 
jJoun Repman Cox, M. D. one of the phyticians of the Phil- 
adelphia Hofpital, &c. 8vo. Price bound 4 dollars. Phil- 
adelphia. ‘IT’. Dobfon. 

The Young Convert?s Companion ; being a collection of hymns 
tor the ufe of conference meetings. Original and felected, 
With mufic adapted to a variety of particular metres, Price 

25 cts. Bolton, E. Lincoln. 
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A SINGULAR INSTANCE OF PRESERVATION. 


DURING the Diet at Spires, anno 1529, Simon Gryneus 
came to me from the academy of Heidelberg. Having (one 
day) heard Faber the Bithop of Vienna defending fome grols 
errors ina fermon, he followed him out of the church, and, fa- 
luting him refpettfully, he fignifed that he wifhed to fay a few 
things to him with the beft intention, and not for the fake of 
finding fault. The Bifhop did not decline the converfation. 
Gryneus then told him, that he was grieved to think a learned 
man, and one in fuch a high ftation, fhould publicly advance 
errors difhonouring to God, and which, it was evident, could be 
refuted by manifeft teftimonies of the ancient church. While 
he was going on to mention fome of thefe errors, the Bifhop in- 
terrupted him and afked his name. He did not diilemble, but 
frankly confeifed that his name was Gryneus. 

The Bifhop, as every one who*knew could atteft, was fhame- 
fully timid and cowardly in meetings of learned men, but craf- 
ty and bafe. Being afraid of the erudition, eloquence, and zeal 
of Gryneus, he pretended that he was called away by Ferdi- 
nand, king of the Romans, and had no leifure at prefent to dif- 
cufs fuch an important controverfy, but alleged that he was 
greatly defirous of acquaintance with Gryneus, and of a lon- 
ger converfation with him. He entreated him, that, for his 
own fake, and for the public caufe, he would come to him to- 
morrow, at a certain hour which he named, and fhewed him 
his lodgings. This Gryneus readily promifed, believing that 
the Bifhop was in earneft. 

After parting with the Bifhop, he came directly to our lodg- 
ings, and fat down at table with us, for it was fupper-time. 
He had fcarce told us of the converfation with the Bithop, till 
I was called out of the chamber to {peak to one. When I went 
out, an unknown old man of fingular gravity, in countenance, 
{peech, and drefs, accofted me. Who he was, I never could 
learn. He told me, that officers, fent by the king, would be at 
our lodging immediately, to apprehend Gryneus and carry him 
to prifon, in confequence of an accufation laid againft him by the 
Bifhop. He warned us not to flight the information, but to 
get him out of the city dire&tly. Bidding me farewel, he 
departed. I returned and told my companions the informa- 
tion I had received. Immediately we got up, and conducted 
Gryneus along the ftreet to a Rhine, having placed him in 
the middle of the company. We ftood a little on the bank, 
till he and his companion got over in a fmall boat. Upon re- 
turning 
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turning to our lodging, we were informed that the officers had 
been there a very fhort time after we departed. 

What peril Gryneus would have been expofed to from the 
eruelty of Faber, had he been apprehended, it was eafy to de- 
termine. We therefore judged, that the device of the Bifhop 
was confounded in a fupernatural way. And though we can- 
not afirm who that old imformant was, yet flich was the dif- 
patch of the officers, that without the protection of angels he 
could not have efcaped. 

That the matter was as I have related, can be attefted by 
men of charaéter, yet alive, who were prefent. Let us blefs 
God, who gives us the angels for a guard, and Jet us attend 


to the duties of our calling with fo much the more tranquillity of 
mind.”—Gardefi Hif. Evangelic Renovati. 


POETRY. 


oatmeal 


IT IS 7, BE NOT AFRAID. 


Written during a violent ftorm of Thunder and Lightning 


“7 HEN ftorms arife and tempefts howl, 
And clouds obfcure the {ky ; 
When lightnings flafh and thunders roll, 
Be not afraid, ’tis I! 


If doubts about a future ftate 
Extort the ferious cry, 

“© What fhall I do? my fins are great!’ 
Be not afraid, ’tis 1. 


While Satan aims a fiery dart, 
Temptations make thee figh ; 

Believe in me :—I’ll keep thy heart, 
And fear not, it is I! 


Should health, and wealth, and friends forfake. 
Yea, diffolution nigh, 

And death’s cold hand make nature fhake, 
Be not afraid, ’tis I. 


*Tis I who liv’d, ’tis I who dy’d, 
That thou may’ft reign on high: 

Behold my hands, my feet, my iide, 
And be convine’d ’tis /. 


Evan. Maz. 














